
 

The machine has not been running since 1928 it now looks new again and ready for this year’s Banbury Run 
and Stafford show. 
 
The Model R gentleman’s fast roadster catalogue was presented in 1921. 
 
Triumph at that time had lost its Works Manager and Chief Design Engineer due to the sudden death of Charles 
Hatherway, and carried on with the old side valves throughout the First World War. Some say at the time Tri-
umph lost ground to its competitors who were moving to twin and V style machines. 
 
Frank Halford  worked in the design team of Harry Ricardo, a young and up and coming consulting engineer 
with an interest in internal combustion engines and in particular the combustion chamber. Halford and Ricardo 
were friends; Halford was winning frequently in motorcycle races riding side valve Triumphs. Racing was Hal-
fords hobby and passion. So when Indian motorcycle started racing V-engines and other twins, Halford asked 
Ricardo what could be done to develop the old Triumph single side valve to compete with the new Vs and 
twins. 
 
Ricardo looked at Triumph engine bottom end and thought it was a very robust, all ball and roller bearing 
crankshaft in a sturdy casing, which would well stand further development. So he suggested they start from 
crankcase up. The overhead valve 4-valve layout was chosen with concave cast aluminium piston to produce a 
spherical combustion chamber in a bronze cylinder head. Revving up to 5000 rpm, this produced 20 bhp. A 
huge improvement on the old side valves, and Halford had the desired success winning races and speed records 
up to 87 mph. 
 
With no team leader in the design team, Triumph who had heard of this private enterprise asked Ricardo to de-
sign the gentleman’s fast roadster, hence the detuned all cast iron Model R. The cast alloy piston and spherical 
combustion chamber remained. 
 

An attachment of Titch Allen’s 
account of the 1930 when he 
road tested one of these for Mo-
torcycling Magazine is included 
in the extended newsletter on 
the NBS website. This model 
sold well until 1927 when the 
recession of 1927 forced Tri-
umph to more austere models 
and all in house designs. 
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The 72nd Pioneer Run was held this year on Sunday 
14th March. It was a great spectacle to see with approxi-
mately 360 machines, all manufactured before 31st De-
cember 1914 taking part. 
 
The weather this year was perfect. The participants left 
the start at Tattenham Corner Epsom Down from 
8.00am with 4 at a time at one minute intervals, with a 
coffee break at Leonardslee. The run finished at Ma-
deira Drive in Brighton and the first finishers stated ar-
riving at around 10.30 am, and most of them were 
checked in by 12.30 pm. 
 
This run of some 40 miles is no mean fete for these ma-
chines and riders. It is amazing to see riders doing this 
with such ease; paddle, pedal or kick starting are the 
other methods which are common. 
 
Madeira Drive is closed to normal traffic during the 
event and this gives spectators a good opportunity to see 
the machines travelling. There are of course other van-
tage points along the route. 
 
All machines have the Pioneer Certificate. This is a re-
quirement of entry. These certificates are issued by the 
Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club. The certificate remains the 
property of the SMCC and can be withdrawn by the dat-
ing committee if information comes to their attention 
which puts doubt over the date or authenticity of the 
machine. In the event of doubt, present owners can at 
best be allowed to keep the certificate, but if the ma-
chine is sold the certificate must not be passé don as it is 
no longer authentic and the machine will 
not be allowed to enter the run again in 
new ownership. 
 
All makes of machine are welcome and 
the Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club issue 
Pioneer certificates for all eligible ma-
chines. 
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                  CLUB NIGHTS 

  

AUGUST 25TH Arrive on Your Bike Night 

SEPTEMBER 29TH Noggin and Natter 

OCTOBER 27TH Book Swap 

NOVEMBER 24TH Noggin and Natter 

DECEMBER  No Meeting 

APRIL 28TH Slide night 

  

  

JULY 28TH Fish and Chip Supper 

MAY 26TH Noggin and Natter 

JUNE 30TH Ride A Bike Night 

Contributions and photographs from Martyn Griffiths 

DATE RUN ORGANISER Tel No 
    

MAY 2ND Relay Rally Josie Stanley 01543-452695 

MAY 23RD Girder Fork Run Martyn Round 0121-550-1547 

JUNE 13TH Josie’s Jaunt Josie Stanley 01543-452695 

JUNE 27TH Severn Valley Run Bill Danks 01562-67103 

JULY 4TH Trent Valley Run Brian Empsall 01543-264968 

JULY 7TH Mid Week Run Roger Greening 01562-730464 

JULY 25TH Long Mynd Run Colin Lloyd 01384-371835 

AUGUST 4TH Mid Week Run Ian Harris 01952-299118 

AUGUST 15TH Anniversary / Concours Peter Ashen 01562-882854 

SEPTEMBER 5TH Flight of Fantasy Run Trevor Bull 01905-778917 

SEPTEMBER 19TH Roger’s Run Roger Greening 01562-730464 

OCTOBER 3RD Levis Cup Road Trial Paul Harris 01902-842732 

OCTOBER 10TH  Autumn Run Andy Briggs 0121-544-5938 

JUNE 9TH Mid Week Run Bill Danks 01562-67103 

JUNE 30TH Ride A Bike Night Paul Harris 01902-842732 

AUGUST 1ST Breakfast Run Rob Pell 0121-624-7674 

NOVEMBER 7TH Winter Wander Paul Harris 01902-842732 
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