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25 riders joined us on the New Year’s Day Run 

The Girder Fork Run 

Ian Harris receiving his Riders award as part of the “WET”  Picnic/Concours  

The lunch stop of Josie’s Jaunt at Carsington Water 

One of the exhibits we were shown at the M&C Collection in Bakewell as 
part of Josie’s Jaunt 

Crossing through the Malverns on the Autumn Run 

At the Spring Run Lunch Stop 

One of the wonderful views on the Clun Run 



In 1869, James Lansdowne Norton was born, a son 
of the industrial City of Birmingham. During a life-
time spent in business there he played a leading part 
in the creation of an entirely new industry, out own 
motorcycle industry.  It can truly be said that the 
contributions he made to the design and construction 
of the motorcycle during the first quarter of the pre-
sent century were of more importance than those 
from any other single source.  When he died in the 
spring of 1925 he was mourned wherever motorcy-
cles were ridden as The Father of the Industry”, and 
from those days his name has echoed on down the 
years without losing its magic among us. 
Even as a boy he was clever at making things.  The 
earliest anecdote of his childhood is that relating to 
the little model steam engine he made at home at the 
age of ten.  The sight of it running I the front room 
window brought down the wrath of the local con-
stabulary on his mother who was told to get it 
moved, as too many people were congregating out-
side to watch it and were obstructing the road. After 
leaving school he was appreciated to a local jeweller 
but his engineering inclinations were always very 
near the surface, and in due course he transferred his 
energies to something more in keeping with his tal-
ent, in the bicycle and cycle chain business. 
In 1898 he started his own, as The Norton Manufac-
turing Co. already with the idea of the mechanically 
propelled bicycle at the back of his mind. Some of 
the experimental work he did in this direction 
around the turn of the century was to have a consid-
erable effect on his later designs.  More important at 
the time was his association with Charles Garrard 
who, in the first years of the century, was importing 
the little Clement engine from France, under the title 
of the Clement-Garrard. I suppose we should call it a 
mo-ped today. The little Clement engine was at-
tached to the front down-tube of a pedal cycle,  
and was reputed to produce  1⅟2 hp at 1100 r.p.m. 
Two of its more interesting features were an external 
flywheel, which permitted a conveniently small 

crankcase, and a push-rod operated overhead ex-
haust valve alongside the usual (for those days) 
automatic inlet valve. In place of raw hide belt 
drive direct to the rear wheel you could have a 
countershaft two-speed gear, mounted below the 
engine, and all-chain drive; and you did if you 
took Mr Norton’s advice. There was also a twin-
cylinder version, a narrow angle V-twin.  
As a “Manufacturer to the trade” Norton was 
building machines or making parts for many of 
the firms which were coming into the industry in 
1902/3. Mind you, there were machines leaving 
the little works at 320 Bradford Street, Birming-
ham, bearing the Norton transfer.  
One went to Mr Sydney Turner of Derby, for his 
wife to ride, and had an open-type frame which 
made it one of the first ladies models to be pro-
duced. It was during this period that other young 
engineers of the infant motorcycle industry be-
gan to drop in for a word with Jimmy Norton, 
generally after business hours, to the point where 
the little office became affectionately known as 
“the club” a centre for the interchange of ideas, 
and of  incalculable value in helping the industry 
through its most difficult years after the initial 
novelty of the motorcycle had worn off.                                
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the            
Archives 
 The Norton Story up to 1957 
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Part two 
to be con-
tinued 
next 
month 



Rear carrier and Rickman top box for sale, Excellent condi-
tion. Best offer secures. Tel Bruce Harrison on 01902-884224 
 

Small Ads Section 
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Recommendations of local suppliers 
 

If anyone has any recommendations which members might find 
useful in the area please obtain a small business card that can 
be included in the newsletter and then be posted on the notice 
board 

  ———————————————————————— 
 
 

Former North Birmingham Section Chair-
man Ray Jones took part in the 100th Anni-
versary at the 2007 Isle of Man TT.  
I am sure a number of members would have 
read or heard about Ray’s encounters pub-
lished in the summer courtesy of the Ex-
press and Star.  
 
The Event 1907 TT Re-Enactment 
The whole event was well organised and huge 
crowds attended the start, and on many of the cor-
ners around the circuit. 
Geoff Duke let off the riders in pairs amidst a fair 
amount of smoke. 
The old AJAY ran well all through the event, there 
was only one anxious moment at the top of Creg 
Nilley’s Hill when the plug overheated and caused 
a second or two’s drop in revs. 
I am afraid this was created by my ham fisted use  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

of the throttle, however when I eased off the en-
gine came back on song for the rest of the lap. 
Large crowds attended the awards presentations 
and a lovely buffet was provided for the competi-
tors in the adjacent marquee. 
This made a very pleasant finish to the day. 
 

                                Ray 

Machine: 1927 “Big Port” H6 A.J.S. 350cc O.H.V. 



CLUB RUNS 
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DATE RUN ORGANISER Tel No 

January 1st New Year’s Day Run Josie Stanley 01902-607293 

April 13th Spring Run John Aston 01543-452695 

May 4th Relay Rally Josie Stanley 01902-607293 

May 18th Girder Fork Run Martyn Round 0121-550-1547 

May 30th - June 1st The Welsh Weekend Josie Stanley 01902-607293 

June 8th  Josie’s Jaunt Josie Stanley 01902-607293 

June 18th Wrinkly Signpost Hunt Ian Harris 01952-299118 

June 25th Ride A Bike Night Frank Ashton 01902-372719 

June 29th Roger’s Run Roger Greening 01562-730464 

July 6th Long Mynd Run Colin Lloyd 01384-371385 

September 7th Flight of Fantasy Run Trevor Bull 01905-778917 

July 9th Wrinkly  Run   

August 17th Picnic / Concours Run Peter Ashen 01562-882854 

October 12th Autumn Run Andy Briggs 0121-544-5938 

September 14th Levis Cup Road Trial Paul Harris 01952-299118 

September 28th Severn Valley Run Bill Danks 01562-67103 

August 3rd Breakfast Run Rob Pell 0121-624-7674 

July 20th Trent Valley Run Brian Empsall 01543-264968 

                  CLUB NIGHTS 

AGM and Presentation of annual awards 

Geoff Brazendale   ‘Early Vehicle Lighting – Candles Oil & Carbide’ 

Reg Eyre’s Tour of New Zealand 

History of the Air Ambulance & presentation of cheque 

Film Night 

Ride a Bike Night— no meeting 

Fish and Chip Supper 

Arrive on Your Bike Night 

Talk by Johnny Brittain on life as a trials rider 

Talk by John Rhodes 

Bring and Buy evening 

No Meeting 

 

JANUARY 30th 

FEBRUARY 27th 

MARCH 26th 

APRIL 30th 

MAY 28th 

JUNE 30th 

JULY 25th 

AUGUST 29th 

SEPTEMBER 24th 

OCTOBER 31st 

NOVEMBER 28th 

DECEMBER 26th 

Contributions by Ray Jones                                           Photography by Josie Stanley, Russell Hale, Andy Briggs. 
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